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Introduction to the Scripture

Colossians - We will read a piece of this

Psalm 46 - We will read together, so grab a black hymnal, and turn all the way to the back to page 652
This psalm of God’s enthronement, majesty, and power.

Listen for who is in charge, and how they are in charge.

Sermon

Christ the King - 1925, Pope Pius the XI

You are here, I can only assume, for the blockbuster service of the church year. It is the end of the
church year: next week we start all over again with the beginning of Advent. And so, to go out on a
bang, the church year comes to giant crescendo with that most famous celebration of the Christian
Church: The Feast of the Reign of Christ, or as it was formerly known Christ the King Sunday. You all
look like a Reign of Christ kinda crowd, so I’m not surprised to see you.

If, by some accident, you didn’t come to celebrate… let me explain. The church calendar has always
been a work in progress, adapting to new cultures and new eras of life and worship together. And so it
was that in 1925, Pope Pius XI set out to create a new holiday: Christ the King. He maybe was being a
little edgy while doing it since he originally placed the new feast on the last Sunday of October…
during which all the Protestant folks would normally be celebrating the Reformation. Eventually,
someone let him know that there are a bunch of us that could be a part of this whole shindig if he
considered an alternate date, and so it was that the last Sunday of November before Advent became
Christ the King Sunday… church publishing houses updated their calendars, and most everyone
promptly forgot about the whole thing.

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Colossians+1:11-20
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Psalm+46


Which is a shame, because good old Elevenses, as I’ve just decided to call him, had some good
points. To get to the bottom of this holiday you have to remember the year it came about, 1925. The
pope was responding to what was going on in Europe around him… which were two-fold.

There was what had felt like a sudden increase in secular life.
Despite the end of World War I, things definitely did not feel peaceful.

To both, Pius XI thought he had an answer: a day of remembering this radical idea that what matters
most in our global life is before any ruler, king, nation, or law… is God.

Which wouldn’t be such a big deal for us now, if it weren’t for the fact that we are apparently having a
debate about whether nationalism is a good or a bad thing. we are wrestling with what it means to be
from one particular country, and what that means for other countries. We’re wrestling with what we
owe the peoples of other nations.

It is a good thing that at other times when we have forgotten, the church has created ways to remind
us that our loyalty, our citizenship, is indeed linked to one above all borders and boundaries.

God is King

God is powerful beyond all measure in Psalm 46. God will come to end all wars, here, literally: by
smashing bows and swords. That’s how we will recognize God: the nations and kingdoms of the world
will shout and collapse

Christ is King

The letter to the Colossians picks up exactly with God’s strength and power, but the Apostle Paul
quickly makes a turn in his theology of how Jesus as the Christ fits into that strength and glory. It is
radical, and we should remember it as we enter into Advent and Christmas… Paul sets down plainly
for the first time the Christian belief that if you want to know about God, you have to look at Jesus.
Christ is the “image of the invisible God,” the “icon,” actually.

This was radical in and of itself, that you could look at any specific human and know something about
God. What made it even more radical was who Jesus was: a poor, unmarried, Jewish man, living in
occupied Judea under the Romans. What I want to say is the most radical, is that Jesus came to be
one of us, and that has transformed our responsibility and

Paul makes some theological claims which remind us that Jesus is cosmological: before all things
came into being, before heaven and earth he was. But in living this human life with us, living and dying
with us, Paul also opens up the case that Jesus is cosmopolitan: he’s a little from everywhere. Where is
the heart of the mystery of the universe? In you, and you, and probably in you, but I’m not sure.
Actually: in all of us. “In him all things hold together:” By cracking open the door between heaven and
earth, Jesus makes a way for each of us to be a part of the icon of the invisible God. So what do we



owe each other? All those things we owe God. Where should we look for Jesus, the incarnate one? In
the incarnation of one another. Where should we look for the most high God? In the one we want to
cast out, Jesus shows us.

You can draw any line on any map you want to, but you are going to have to make your peace with the
fact that on the other side of that line, Jesus will be staring back.

Dag Hemmerskold

There once was a man named Dag Hammarskjöld. He was from Sweden, erudite, kinda glamorous,
raised up to be one of the elites. He was also the 2nd Secretary General of the United Nations.

He died on a mission to try and work for peace. On his way to the Congo, as it turns out. When friends
went to his apartment, they found a collection of writings that would be called, “Markings.” It turns out,
Dag Hammarskjöld has been a secret mystic his whole life, wrestling with God and what God was
calling him to. He also embodied this way of reaching across lines to see the holy in others. 

“In the presence of God, nothing stands between Him and us - we are forgiven. But we cannot feel His
presence if anything is allowed to stand between ourselves and others.” ~ Dag Hammarskjold,
Markings

“It is playing safe that we create a world of utmost insecurity.” ~ Dag Hammarskjold, Markings

Crossing Lines

One of the things that I love about this church (and you do, too, so many of you have told me this
story!) is its peculiar history as a church that would serve two towns, straddling the town line. This is
kind of interesting, just as is the historical piece that for some number of years people respected that
line: the Cumberland folks sat on the right side, and the Falmouth folks sat on the left. For some
reason, everyone was comfortable with the fact that the pastor would always preach from Cumberland!
This is all interesting, kind of in the way that laws still on our books today about where you can graze
your goat are. But what makes this something I love? That in over 200 years of life together, you have
erased the line!

I do not know what lines we will be called to cross next. There are some town lines not too far from
here we might explore. Where have you drawn a line for the sake of security, or simplicity, or
convenience? What would it be like to see Jesus standing just over the line, inviting you to find a way
to see the image of God in that person, people, town, or country.

We as a human species have not stopped drawing lines in attempts to make ourselves into sovereign
little nation-states of our own. But there are in every generation peacemakers born to help us again
realize that Christ has come to share a crown with every one of us. As C.S. Lewis would say in Narnia,
every child of Adam or Eve a king or Queen in Narnia, right?

[1]



So thanks be to God for an image which draws us out from behind our lines, to love and serve each
other, just as we would love and serve God. In faith, in love, in Christ… we breathe in… and step out.
Amen.

1. If you want even more sermon on Dag Hammarskjöld, I heartily recommend this one by Br. Geoffrey
Tristram  ↩

https://www.ssje.org/2017/09/19/remembering-dag-hammarskjold-br-geoffrey-tristram/

