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Introduction to the Scripture

I knew this was gonna be a good one today, because many of those people asked me
throughout the week, “Are you sure this is the scripture you mean to read?” Ellie is going to
read our scripture today, from the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah is the most prolific of the prophets. He
writes from a time of turmoil and change.

Sermon

So, about the six winged flying things with the fire…
I always find that six-winged dragon/angels—in other pieces of scripture, seraphs are
described as kind of flying flaming snake things—are the most fun way to start talking about
our scriptures and what they mean for us as a people.

This is, not surprisingly, why lots of people have problems with religion. The thought goes, you
tell us that this book is true: we have not found the six-winged snake species phylum, hence,
this must not be true, hence the rest of this collection of writings is not true, hence, no truth
here (church), hence, move along please.

I am here to ask you to read the Bible a little differently today.

When you hear a story in the Bible that is too fantastical to be true, try flipping the script:
maybe this was a story that is too true not to be fantastical.

A wonderful grandma of our faith, Phyllis Tickle once said something like this:

I don’t care very much if the Bible is factually true, I care if it is actually true. I don’t care if
Jonah while on the run from God’s command to prophecy to Nineveh was actually swallowed
up by a giant fish for three days. I do care that my ancestors in faith knew what it was like to
have a calling on your life that would not let you go, no matter how hard you tried to run from it
or hide from it.

http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+6:1-8


At one level, we get this, right? We know that the Harry Potter series is about wizards, but its
also about the power of friendship and love. We know that The Lion the Witch and the
Wardrobe is about Aslan the Lion, but it also really about self sacrifice, and The Fellowship of
the Ring series is about a magical ring and Ents and Orcs, but also really about the temptation
and corruption of power over others, or the conflict between nature and industry, or… well, its a
long bunch of books, it can be about a lot of things.

You think that’s something… I got this bible here for you. It can and has meant a lot of things…
to an awful lot of people. Its words are true in so many ways to so many people. It holds story
after story about God’s love affair with all creation, how God walks with us in so many
fantastical ways…

In the same way:

The call of Isaiah stands as a true image of just how scary it can be to speak troubling
truths to powers that be that are up to nothing but trouble, and the faith you need to have
to speak, even if you are not sure of yourself.

Isaiah was going to have a hard slog ahead, there was not a lot of good news coming for his
society. Judges took bribes and acquitted guilt people, society passed laws that oppressed
and stole from the poor, justice was denied, the rich kept getting richer, their sound of their
parties keeping up God in the peace of the night… so to speak… See what I mean, you need
some religious imagination!

A prophet like Isaiah was going to need every tool in the toolbox. Prophets used their
imaginations to show the people of God what was wrong, what hurt their relationship with God,
and what it would look like when the world was healed. They used language to shame, to
cajole, and to offer hope. They used performance art to show, when they couldn’t say

In other words, they were multi-media specialists in driving people up a wall and down again.
They made kings and politicians crazy.

We need truth tellers in these days, and we need all the words, images, and imagination
we can use.

Welcome to the club. Each of us have tools for communicating with one another and our
surrounding community that would have made Isaiah pass out. The only question is how and
for what we will use them. You have cameras, and Instagram accounts, you have email
accounts, and telephones, you have photoshop and words, and live streaming video… But
there is an awful lot of that going on that is awful. So, like Isaiah, can you

Check yourself.
Understand your own limitations.
Find a space that needs your voice. (Not every place does!)



Pray for the right words.
Speak.

There is no such thing as a prophet who makes people feel comfortable about the way things
are. They use symbolism, image, word, and just their very being to unsettle us and help us
imagine a different world.

You need to be able to read and speak in this kind of religious imagination. Just now in our
society, we are watching a athletes of color protest racial injustice with symbolic actions,
you’ve got the teams kind of joining them in that protest but trying to change the meaning to be
one about unity, you’ve got politicians trying to use symbols to say what kind of protests we
should have or shouldn’t have.

How you read the imaginative, symbolic, and religious language of these sorts of movements in
our society will matter a lot in your life, and in our communal life. Who you choose to lend your
voice to, whose voice you lift up, what ways in which you share that message… that is part of
the spiritual practice of being awake in this world.

Sometimes you will share something that astounds and confounds people, sometimes it will be
very simple:

I saw an unremarkable image this week on Twitter. It was just a computer and three books.
What made it remarkable was that it was a picture from Malala Yousafzai. See, this picture was
her perspective as she started her first day of classes at Oxford University… five years after she
had been shot by Taliban forces for speaking out for her own right, and the rights of other girls,
to go to school in her home country of Pakistan. This simple image, conveyed in the tools and
talk of our time, is how prophecy works, it shows what otherwise could have been fantastical,
beyond imagination.

Can you imagine?

Religious imagination helps us see with hope, when there is very little hope to see.

So we need you to be unafraid of six winged snakes and all they might mean, because with all
the history behind this passage has come a message that has been true for all ages, and is true
today just the same:

There is a word from God in each of you that would not be heard if it was not said with your
special accent. If it was not said with your mouth. And this community, your school community,
our local and global community would not be the same without that word.

So, spend a little time getting your words warmed up, by all means, get yourself right and know
that its for the right purpose, but then speak out, for yourself, for those that need a voice, for
those who would not be heard if not for you, because that is such a matter of global

https://twitter.com/Malala/status/917414203186667520


consequence, that is so important that ancestors have described for you an army of winged
angels at your back… singing glory to God, and for God’s sake, speak.


